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In 1848(‘Kaei’l) Ranald MacDonald born in Oregon,
reached ‘Notsuka’ pretending to be a shipwrecked
sailor. He felt deep racial connections with Japan
across the Pacific, although he knew of her total
seclusion from the outside world. Inevitably he was
arrested and sent to Nagasaki via Soya and Matsumae.
During his imprisonment in Japan, he did his best
for mutual understanding and friendship between the
two peoples, transcending the language barriers.

Five years later when Commodore Perry came to
force open the closed doors of Japan, MacDonald’s
former students at Nagasaki, Einosuke Moriyama and
others, played an important role as official
interpreters. Thus Ranald enjoys the honor of being

the first formal teacher of English and indirectly a
father of modernizing Japan.
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